Minutes of the General Assembly of Euromeetings
Varna, Bulgaria
12 October 2006, 6 p.m.
Hotel Admiral
     (Room Hall Sitting 100)
The meeting began at 6 p.m.

1. Welcome by the President

On behalf of Euromeetings, the President, Svein Arne Hansen, welcomed all the members to the General Assembly in Varna. 
2. Roll call

The attendance list was circulated for signature at the beginning of the meeting (see annex 1).

3. Minutes of the spring meeting in Moscow 

There were no comments on the minutes of the spring meeting, which had taken place on 12 March 2006 in Moscow, Russia (see annex 2). Svein Arne thanked Mikhail and Alex for their great help in the organisation of this meeting.
4. Report by the Board of Euromeetings
The President read out his report (see annex 3). He congratulated everyone for the ongoing and good collaboration. No comments were made on the report. 
5. Report by the Treasurer

The Treasurer went through the Profit and Loss sheet. Total income for 2006 was 21,806.65 euros, total costs 22,591.69 euros (see annex 4a Profit & Loss). Regarding the balance sheet, the total assets were 113,384.89 euros (see annex 4b). No questions were raised. The report was accepted.
6. Report by the Auditor

Fedde read out his report. It was mentioned that again, some members were not paying their annual fee. It was decided to expel these members from the association of Euromeetings. No questions were raised on this report (see annex 5), which was accepted. 
7. Calendar 2007/2008

The schedules were reviewed and the changes were made directly on screen (see annex 6a and b). Pierre Weiss informed the members that the official deadline for qualifications for the Olympic Games was 23 July 2008. 
8. Presentation by the Belgrade Meeting

Prior to discussing the constitution, the next agenda item, the President welcomed M. Zivotic representing the international meeting of Belgrade who, after a short presentation, asked to be accepted as a new member of Euromeetings. This application was accepted by all present members.
9. New constitution of Euromeetings

Gigi explained his point of view to all members, based on the mail that had been sent prior to the meeting with his proposal and comments, such as having a global association and what were the purposes of the association, for instance to have some representatives of Euromeetings on IAAF and EAA commissions. Some good points came out of his report and should be studied in the future, but it was also agreed that the main aim of the association at the present time was to limit it to Europe and not a world level, as it was already quite difficult to get a voice on a European level (Wilfried mentioned the difficulties we already had in finding dates for the meetings in Europe, for instance). Jukka Kunnas added that it might be one of the future tasks of Euromeetings to concentrate on the development of marketing/communication, and know-how for the future. 
Ian Stewart explained that one of the reasons for rewriting the constitution was the fact that we could not accommodate and cope with every member in the way we should, due to the disparity between Golden League meetings and IAAF permit meetings. He also mentioned that it was the role of the IAAF to serve all members globally. But it was most important to be present within the IAAF for the one-day meetings, which were currently not represented any more.
Sandro agreed, as did Hansjörg, that Gigi’s proposal would certainly be one for the future. Sandro agreed that we had to enlarge our field, in order to give more responsibility to the Board. All the members except Gigi and Sandro recognised that Euromeetings should be kept on a European level.
Pierre Weiss suggested that the wording used should be that used by the IAAF, which was vague but still precise, as the final decision would be the decision of the Board.

Further to this discussion, we moved to the revision of the constitution. Hansjörg suggested that we agree first on the general structure of the constitution, but it would also need to be legalised by a lawyer, who would then also check the wording and consistency of the content. It was agreed to keep to the short version of the constitution. Gigi and Jose Luis were asked to come up with a specific wording they would like in the new constitution in Birmingham.
Due to the number of questions and comments raised and the time left, it was decided to move to the next points of the agenda. A copy of the changes proposed by the Board would be sent out to all members who could study these before our next meeting in Birmingham in order to discuss this point (see annex 7).
This discussion was stopped by the arrival of Lamine Diack. He pointed out that Euromeetings was an important member of the IAAF family. He also mentioned the importance of athletics in the world, and how important it was to keep it at this level, by for example widening the television broadcast, dispensing coaching courses, finding new sponsors, and so on. He thanked everyone for being part of the promotion of athletics in the world. 
The message from Euromeetings to Lamine Diack was to be represented at one-day meetings of the IAAF commissions and working groups. 
10. Athlete’s contract (anti-doping, prize money, travel and hotel costs)

This point will be discussed at our spring meeting to be held in Birmingham on 1 March 2007. A proposal will be sent by Ian Stewart prior to our next meeting. 
11. Residency of Euromeetings

It was agreed that the residency of Euromeetings should be Lausanne, a suggestion that was agreed by all the members present. 
12. Elections of the Board

After eight years, Svein announced that he would step down, and proposed to hand over to Rajne, which was agreed by all the members present. 

The Vice-President proposed was Wilfried Meert. As no other proposal was made this was accepted by all the members present.
It was proposed to appoint Fedde Zwannenberg as Treasurer, which was agreed by all the members present.
As Honorary Secretary, it was proposed to keep Jacky Delapierre, which was agreed by all the members present. 

For the IAAF permit meeting, the most votes were cast for Ian Stewart and Jean-Pierre Schöebel (Mikhail Butov: 8, Giorgios Constantopoulos: 6, Jukka Kunnas: 3, Alfons Juck: 7, Ian Stewart: 13, Jean-Pierre Schöebel: 11).

For the non-IAAF permit meetings it was suggested that these two members be elected during our spring meeting in Birmingham. The members are requested to send the proposed names to the Board no later than one month prior to our next meeting.  
13. Applications/resignations
In addition to the meeting of Belgrade, Alfons Juck applied for a new membership of the meeting of Athletics Bridge, Slovakia (two meetings under one organisation). This was accepted by all the members present. 
14. Date of the next meeting – spring 2007
The next meeting will be held in Birmingham, on the occasion of the European Indoor Championships on Thursday 1 March 2006 at 6 p.m. Svein Arne thanked everyone for their active participation and congratulated the new members of the Board.
The meeting ended at 8.30 p.m.
Lausanne, 12 October 2006




i.o. Jacky Delapierre









Honorary Secretary
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