Minutes of the Euro Meetings Spring Meeting

Sunday 6 March 2005 
Master room, Hotel NH Principe de Vergara, Madrid

The meeting opened at 10 a.m.

1. Welcome by the President

On behalf of Euro Meetings, the President, Svein Arne Hansen, welcomed everyone to the city of Madrid. He informed them that many meetings had financial problems; some meetings still had not paid their athlete’s fees. Reducing the travel expenses for the athletes was also discussed. He also recalled that they needed a stronger organisation, and should stand together to have more power in front of the IAAF. He also reminded them that some meetings still had not paid their annual fee. These have to be paid by 1 April 2005 at the latest. 

2. Roll call

The list of attendance was circulated for signature at the beginning of the meeting (see annex 1).

3. Minutes of the General Assembly in Tallin, Estonia 

There were no comments on the minutes of the General Assembly, which had taken place on 4 October 2004 in Tallin, Estonia (see annex 2). 

4. New Golden League

There is no more news at the moment. There are five companies that want the rights for the Golden League. There should be a new proposal in April 2005. An e-mail will follow in this respect.

5. Financial situation - travel, accommodation, prize money

The situation is a difficult one as sponsors are difficult to get. There is also too much focus on doping, with the case of the “Balco” situation. It is therefore recommended not to have these athletes taking part in our meetings this year, as long as the situation has not come to a conclusion. 

As for the prize money, the situation is identical, as it is not well seen that the prize money decreases. This will be discussed at a later stage and Euro Meetings will come back with a new proposal. 

As for travel expenses, some guidelines were distributed during the meeting (see annex 3). Travel contribution within Europe: up to USD 300, overseas travel: up to USD 400. Travel expenses for managers, coaches, physios and accompanying persons will no longer be refunded.

As for accommodation, the expenses will be refunded for invited athletes only. Managers, coaches, physios and accompanying persons will be able to use the facilities of the organiser (full board), for a daily cost of EUR 200.

There must be a system common to everyone. Managers have to be responsible for their athletes. The new decision will help the small meetings with their financial statutes.

The point of changing the prize money from euros to dollars is because of the fact that, with the current exchange rate, meetings do loose a lot of money. It also depends on how the income is received (the IAAF for instance pays the Golden League meetings in dollars. It is a problem for meetings which then pay their costs in euros). There must be a system, a new structure to overcome this important issue. This will be one of the big changes for 2006.

The best way must be found to manage with the amount of money meeting directors have. It would therefore be a good suggestion for every meeting to determine what percentage of the amount is used for prize money, accommodation fees, travel fees, appearance fees, promotional fees and so on. 

It is also important that the athletes who receive the prize money work for the meeting they will appear in, in order to promote the meeting, bring in spectators and sponsors, etc. 

At the time, the IAAF prize structure was decided with the budget announced by the meetings. Some have also allocated higher amounts that they were not able to pay and it is for this reason that some are now in trouble. 

6. Calendar 2006/2007

The calendars were reviewed with all meeting directors present (see annex 4 and 4b). 

Indoor season 2006

January

29 January:  Russian Winter

February

4 February:  Stuttgart

8 or 9 February:  Stockholm

12 February:  Karlsruhe

18 February:  Birmingham

19 or 26 February:  Liévin

March

10-12 March:  Moscow World Championships

It was suggested that for the forthcoming meetings, the calendars should be displayed on a beamer during the meeting and filled in straight away.

7. Internet

Alfons Juck presented the new concept regarding the website. The aim was to provide updated information about meeting members, the Euro Meetings organisation and its activities, news from the world of athletics, and basic athletics statistics.

For those meetings that have not replied, please send all information (new information, update, changes, etc.) directly to Alfons at the following e-mail address: ajuck@rainside.sk (with a copy to daniela.stettler@olympic.org). You can also see the new website at the address http://www.euromeetings.org/pilotx/

The editing of the Euro Meetings booklet has been delayed to a later date as most of the meetings have already started.

8. Date of the next General Assembly 2005

The next meeting will take place in Reykjavik from 13-16 October 2005. The exact date and time, as well as the agenda and necessary information, will be sent out as soon as we receive the information from the EAA.

The President thanked everyone for attending the meeting and wished all the participants a pleasant stay in Madrid.

The meeting ended at 11:55 a.m.

Lausanne, 16 March 2005




i.o.Jacky Delapierre









Honorary Secretary

Encl.
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