Minutes of the Spring Meeting of Euromeetings
Lausanne, Switzerland

19th April 2009

Hotel Mövenpick, Room Olympia C

The meeting began at 9.10 am.

1. Welcome by the President

On behalf of Euromeetings, the President, Rajne Soderberg, welcomed all the members to the Spring Meeting in Lausanne. Rajne informed the floor that it was going to be Daniela’s last meeting after seven years. Jacky Delapierre introduced Judith Bongard, the future secretary of Euromeetings, who had been involved in athletics for many years. 

2. Roll call

The attendance list was circulated for signature at the beginning of the meeting (see annex 1). Fedde Zwanenburg took this opportunity to remind the members to pay their annual 2009 fee. Karlsruhe, Malmö, Belgrade, Moscow, Chania, Cork, SGP Athens, Rethymno, GG Rome, Tallin, Rieti, Linz and Berlin had not yet paid their fee and were requested to check with Fedde after the meeting. 

3. Minutes of the General Assembly in Amsterdam 2008 

There were no comments on the minutes of the General Assembly, which had taken place on 17th October 2008 in Amsterdam (see annex 2).

4. Information IAAF Diamond League

This issue had been talked about almost daily. Patrick Magyar gave a summary on how the IAAF Diamond League had come about: the situation over the past years, the one-day meetings with declining attendance, TV-wise and in the stadium. The same development had occurred for the major championships, though not as dramatic, but also the Beijing Olympic Games. As a series, TV product and commercialised product, the Golden League had not been able to keep up the promises, limited to the TV distribution, but also due to inconsistent quality and broadcast quality. Therefore, the IAAF President wished to extend the series to make it worldwide, to have meetings outside Europe, in order to boost other continents. It was on our side, to look at improving the situation being overshadowed by the 100m men series. 

Euromeetings had put together a series of meetings, which might allow for a more solid base. For Europe, they had tried to find some agreements to have all the athletics events represented. One important point was laid out in the philosophy: it was important to have as many of the upcoming national athletes to attract TV audiences, and not only one top athlete. It was agreed with the IAAF that the new evaluation system would be put in place and, should a meeting not comply with the system, it could be replaced by another meeting. The launch of this League would happen at the end of season, in autumn. There would be a central athletes’ management, and a redistribution of the money collected would be aimed for those events which had been left out, to enable those athletes to have some more exposure. The IAAF remained the main authority in this respect, and had been requested by the committee to give the dates for the meetings well in advance, to avoid any clashes.

5. Information EA one-day meeting structure

José Luis de Carlos presented the EA one-day meeting structure (see PowerPoint attached, annex 3). All members were requested to give their feedback to José Luis or Marcel, as the Council will approve the draft on 1st May 2009.  

He also mentioned that this document was subject to change every year to adapt to the situation. Wilfried Meert posed a question on the athletes’ fees, which were not paid by the meetings. The four athletes max per country might be difficult to reach, especially in events like the steeplechase, 5,000m or 10,000m for instances where most of the athletes came from the same country. Limiting the number to four might create problems as there might not be enough athletes to run and therefore cause prejudice to the event. The aim to fix this rule was to protect or promote the participation of European athletes in the first place. Patrick suggested first focusing on the positive aspects of this project and to look at the major changes that this would bring and simply adapt and not look at the score points anymore. Fedde Zwanenburg showed his concern about reducing the number of athletes per country. How would the sponsors react? How could they work with the downgrading of those events? José Luis de Carlos replied that this question would be discussed and an answer given to Fedde Zwanenburg. Terry Mchugh congratulated them on the quality of the document but also thought it would be difficult to give feedback within two days, as did Alain Blondel, and thought this document had too many restrictions, which made it even more difficult for him to organise his meeting. He mentioned the difficulty of finding athletes to reach the quota, not including last-minute cancellations. There was also the question about the TV agreement to cover the premium meeting. Alfons Juck suggested increasing the number of European athletes available for some lower competitions. Rajne Soderberg thanked José Luis de Carlos and Marcel for this presentation. 

6. Doping policy 

The Board discussed the doping policy and the Chamber case. In the questionnaire that was given to the members, 13 replied that they were against Euromeetings’ doping policy, 16 agreed and 1 did not reply. Rajne was quite surprised about this number of meetings[members?] against Euromeetings’ policy, as when discussing it, no one had taken the floor to speak against it. Once again, Rajne referred to the recommendation policy taken during the GA of 2006. José Luis explained the situation Spain was facing between the IAAF rules and the European rules, and also the legal side of data transmission. In the end, it remained the decision of the meeting organiser whether or not to invite an athlete. 

7. Calendars 2010/2011

The schedules were reviewed and the changes were made directly on screen (see annexes or website http://www.euromeetings.org/about.asp).  

8. Questionnaire on current and future issues - results

They had received 30 answers out of 45 meetings. Members were in favour of creating sub-commissions for meetings which were not part of the Diamond League, organising seminars, the doping policy and of receiving the “Euromeetings news” and collecting the information on the calendars. 

9. Future seminar

This point was discussed during the Board meeting: advertising in the arena, sponsoring, TV media and internet, event presentation. It was suggested having a seminar and focusing more on the arena and advertising question in spring 2010. The members were asked if they would agree to have this meeting. No one was against this proposal. 

10.Omega - info system

Omega would propose a contract for the data and time-keeping together for all members of Euromeetings. Jacky Delapierre was waiting to receive this proposal from Mr Alain Zobrist. 

11. Any other business

Sub-commission: at the request of the “Indoor” members, it was suggested having a discussion platform that would meet a few times a year to discuss those meetings. The sub-commission would be appointed by the Board to avoid going through the election process, and it was proposed having two people from the Board, Fedde and Gérard, and Marc Osenberg, Alain Blondel and Mikael Butov. All the members present agreed to this proposal. Rajne thanked the members who accepted this mandate. 

Financial “crisis”: Rajne wanted to have some input, if there was some action that would need to be taken, could they stay at this level of prize money? Was anyone having problems with the prize money level? It was expected that there may be some problems for 2010; sponsors might retire from some competitions. Also, some athletes had not been paid. A list of the managers’ association had been circulated to all the athletes who had not been paid the previous year, so everyone was requested to plan their budget very carefully. Pierre Weiss had contacted the IAAF meetings. The problem also concerned meeting directors who did not pay for duties. This had to change as it brought a loss of credibility in the world of athletics. The problem was that these cases were not necessarily transmitted to Euromeetings. The EAA would take serious action for those meetings that had not paid their fees since 2007 - Belgrade for instance (see annex Rajne to send by mail…). This point should be coordinated with Marcel and Rajne Soderberg.

12. Date of the 2009 General Assembly 

It was proposed to hold the next General Assembly in Budapest, Hungary, from 15th to 17th October 2009 in connection with the EAA Congress. 

The president thanked everyone for taking part in this meeting, which had been very fruitful.

The meeting ended at 12 am.

Lausanne, 19th April 2009





i.o. Jacky Delapierre










Honorary Secretary
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