Report of the Euromeetings Board 2009

Last years report from the Euromeetings board started with “A fantastic season for athletics!” Little did we know that 2009 would be even better! 2009 became a year with records and excellent performances that culminated in the World Championships in Berlin with a new exceptional performance by Usain Bolt. Athletics has now a real super hero and it has put our sport in the forefront of all sports in the general public’s eye. We have also seen the sprints improve in general during this year to levels we hardly expected some years ago.
But, we can also look back and maybe be startled that the “Bolt effect” did not materialize in our meetings. The meetings where he competed did not see an expected rise in ticket sales even though the promotion of the events where as superb as Bolts performances on the track. What we must learn from this is that the sport will not survive on one man alone and we must be careful not to be trapped in the thought that without him in our meetings the spectators will not come. It is still the dramas, the competition, and the unexpected performances that thrills the audiences and keep our sport successful. If we are spending too much of our budget on one person it may affect the possibilities to have the dramas and competition that he spectators enjoy and result in less attraction from the viewers.
In the 2008 report we also stated that the newly begun financial crisis would affect us, but again, we underestimated the result. Many of us experienced declined sponsor income and a substantial cut in hospitality sales. It may also be a reason for not being able to fill our stadiums since families where also cutting back on expenses. We have not seen the end of this financial setback yet but hopefully it will now turn to the better for the coming year.
The work against doping, that we are very active in, has continued at a high level and we can conclude that 2009 was blessed with no major doping cases. The Euromeetings recommendation not to accept athletes with a passed doping offence or that have brought our sport in disrepute to their meetings has been followed by a vast majority of our members and we hope that this will improve even more in the future. The case of Damu Cherry being accepted, and winning, in Berlin caused some Golden League meeting directors to be forced to accept her against their will since she had a chance to win the jackpot and exclude her from that opportunity could have caused legal problems.
The work with EA and IAAF to improve the one-day meeting structure and calendar of our sport has been continued during the year and the creation of the IAAF Diamond League is clear result of this hard work. To be able to give the sport world a new, well sought for, product is something we all are looking forward to in 2010. It has already shown to be a high interest from the TV stations of the world and the TV sales, conducted by IMG, has gone better than expected. But, we will only get one chance to make this new league a success and the importance of continued collaboration of all parties including the athletes, managers and coaches can not be stressed enough. Next year is a perfect year to start a new concept with no major world events except European Championships being staged and it is with great expectations we look forward to the athletic season of 2010.
Finally, the Board of Euromeetings summarize 2009 as a very successful year for athletics and with a vision of a prosperous 2010 we wish all the members good luck with next years work.
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