Minutes of the General Assembly of Euromeetings
Amsterdam, the Netherlands
17th October 2008
Hotel Mercure a/d Amstel
Room 2-3-3a
The meeting began at 3.25 pm.

1. Welcome by the President

On behalf of Euromeetings, the President, Rajne Soderberg, welcomed all the members to the GA in Amsterdam 2008. Due to a heavy agenda, it would not be followed in the usual way. 
2. Roll call

The attendance list was circulated for signature at the beginning of the meeting (see annex 1). Everybody was requested to present him and the meeting he represented.
3. Minutes of the Spring meeting in Valencia 

There were no comments on the minutes of the Spring meeting, which had taken place on 9th March 2008 in Valencia (see annex 2).
4. Report by the Board 

The president read his report, which stressed out the doping offences. The report was accepted by the members of Euromeetings (see annexes 3 and 4).
5. Report by the Treasurer

The treasurer read out his report. There were no questions on his reports (see annex 5).
6. Report by the auditor

The auditor read out his report. The report was accepted by the members of Euromeetings (see annex 6). 
7. Report from World Athletics Tour Working Group
Wilfried Meert made a short summary of the discussions in the WAT. It is planned that the new Golden League is going to be extended to a number of 12 meetings and also outside Europe. Luis Carulla from  IAAF defended this new project. The Board had written to IAAF asking that the working group should be represented by one more member from Euromeetings. 

8. Doping policy

As already mentioned in the Board report, it was important that all members did comply to the recommendations. Banned athletes did however take part in some meetings and the meeting directors of those meetings gave their explanation and all agreed to follow the recommendations of Euromeetings in the future. 
The president mentioned that the list of athletes with a doping offence was important in order to keep the members updated, however it was a difficult task to keep it updated. It was suggested that the update was sent out to all members on a regular basis. Alain Blondel asked to have an updated list before the season. It was proposed to have it posted on our website and the Board will investigate if that is feasible.
Michael Butov informed about a problem he had not to invite Olympic champions from the home nation. In the end it is the responsibility of the meeting organiser to decide if he accepts or not the participation of an athlete. 
9. Calendars 2009/2010
The schedules were reviewed and the changes were made directly on screen (see annexes or website http://www.euromeetings.org/about.asp).  
10. Questionnaire on current issues and future

Every meeting was requested to fill in one of the questionnaire and to hand it back at the end of the meeting. An analyse would be done by the Board and discussed again during our Spring meeting.
11. New applications (meetings of Talence, Düsseldorf) / resignations 
Talence and Belgrade presented their meeting to the members of Euromeetings. Jean-Paul Durand and Nicole Durand work on the organisation of the Meeting of Talence. Düsseldorf also presented his meeting to the members. Both meetings were accepted as new members of Euromeetings. 

As for the resignation (forced), Istanbul and Filothei, it was decided to exclude them from Euromeetings as they had not paid their fee for 2 years. 

12. New structure of meetings from 2010 by IAAF and EAA
José Luis de Carlos made a presentation the day before at the EA Seminar so he did not want to repeat everything as all the members of Euromeetings were present. 
It was approved that the Championships were going to take place every 2 years on a five days competition (2 years until now). Also the dates for the European football cup where the days still have to be confirmed. The major worry of the members was the limited numbers of days left during the season (Championships, Olympic Games, etc). A summary and the presentation will be on the internet.

Neill and Luis presented the concept of the new Golden League developed by their company Mindspring (see the powerpoint presentation in annex). Step one was to identified objectives, then developed a new concept and conduct feasibility study. The concept and feasibility study were done in depth, led by the IAAF President and recommendation were made to the IAAF Council. The concept is twelve meetings world wide with eight of them in Europe. IAAF will decide on the 22nd of November during their Council meeting if the project shall be launched. From a financial perspective, it would start from 2011. Some questions were made from the assembly and a concern was raised what would happen to the European meetings not included in the new Golden League
The president thanked Neill and Luis for their presentation. 
13. Omega – info system

Alain Zobrist from Omega did a short presentation and thanked everyone for their confidence. The Board did meet Omega and Swiss Timing to work on a project of timing and result “package” for the member meetings, which would be presented during the next Spring meeting. 
14. Date of the Spring meeting 2009
It was proposed to hold our next Spring meeting in Lausanne on 17-19th April 2009 in connection with the EAA congress. The proposed day would be Sunday 19th April 2009 in the morning. 
The president thanked everyone for taking part in this meeting.
The meeting ended at 6.20 pm.
Lausanne, 17th October 2008




i.o. Jacky Delapierre
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